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Thin Client Enhanced With

Built-in GUI and Touch Screen

Scottsdale, Arizona: Affirmative Computer Products announces a new software revision for its YEStation Extra featuring a built-in Graphical User Interface (GUI) that turns AS/400 green screen displays to push-button controls. Menu items and Function Keys are converted, on the fly, to 3D buttons which can be activated either by a mouse click or by optional touch screen monitors provided by Micro Touch Systems, Inc. (www.microtouch.com) MicroTouch CRT and Flat Panel LCD models using resistive or capacitive technologies depending on the environmental application.

The YEStation Extra is a Windows Based Terminal (WBT), running the Windows CE operating system, and is optimized for AS/400 and Mainframe users. Text terminal emulation is provided for AS/400, S/390, RS/6000 and a variety of Unix Hosts. The GUI feature works with AS/400 (5250) and S/390 (3270) emulations. Touch Screen support also extends to Windows applications running on Windows NT 4.0 Terminal Server Edition, Windows 2000 Server and Citrix Winframe or Metaframe Servers.

Unlike general purpose WBTs, the YEStation Extra is equipped with either 5250/PC or 3270/PC keyboard layouts with 101 or 122 keys. The 122-key versions are the most popular with users switching from traditional SNA terminals to TCP/IP WBT and Text Based Terminals (TBT). 

According to Charles Winslow, President of Affirmative Computer Products, “The YEStation Extra is the only AS/400 Thin Client solution with a built-in GUI and Touch Screen support.” Winslow said “A number of our retail clients are planning to deploy the YEStation Extra inside kiosks using the touch screen feature replacing trackball keyboards attached to PC’s. Our built in GUI will be used with AS/400-based applications as well as browser accessible HTML screens.” “The most important factor for kiosk deployment is greatly improved reliability.”

The terminal includes mounting hardware and can be oriented vertically or horizontally. There are no moving parts and the unit comes with a lifetime warranty. 

YEStation emulates 3270, 5250, VT100, 220, 320, 420, 525 as well as ANSI-BBS, SCO-ANSI, Wyse, Televideo, ADDS and Hazeltine terminals. Also included are RDP and ICA Clients for use with Windows 2000 Server Terminal Services and Citrix Winframe and Metaframe servers. The hardware ports include PS/2 keyboard, PS/2 mouse, USB (2), Serial (2), Parallel, Microphone In and Audio out.

According to Del Lawin, Vice President of Technical Operations, “The YEStation and keyboard are extremely reliable with a keyboard switch life of 25 million keystrokes and a cool running logic unit with a single circuit board inside; we expect very few service calls.”

The YEStation Extra was first announced in 1999, and volume shipments began in March 2000. The current software upgrade is free for all users. Terminals can be upgraded in place using FTP or the built-in SNMP agent which supports updates using broadcast and/or multicast techniques required by large network users with hundred of WBTs. 
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