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The YEStation AIO 

Terminal Does It All

Tempe Arizona: Affirmative Computer Products has introduced a new display terminal integrated with a 15-inch LCD digital monitor. The unit does everything an AS/400 user could want. 

AIO is an acronym for All-In-One and this product certainly qualifies, In addition to integrating the logic and display elements to reduce the total desktop footprint to only 42 square inches (7 X 6), The software, loaded from local Disk On Chip (DOC), includes Windows CE and  RDP, ICA, IE Browser and Terminal Emulation clients and SNMP clients.  Ports include Parallel, Serial (2), 10/100 Ethernet, PS/2 keyboard, PS/2 mouse, Audio in, Audio out, and  USB (2). 

Display and printer emulations include TN5250e, TN3270e, VT52, 100, 220, 320, 400, 420, 520 and 525. Also ANSI-BBS, SCO-ANSI, AIXterm, ADDS, Data General, AT386, Hazeltine, Tandem, Televideo and Wyse.  According to Charles Winslow, Affirmative’s President, “You can connect to just about any host in the universe with this terminal. It has it’s own WEB browser and can connect to Windows Terminal Servers, Citrix Servers, WEB enabled applications and a wide variety of Unix hosts and proprietary systems.” 

The most impressive visual characteristics are the compact size and extremely brilliant display with excellent contrast. “One must see the unit to fully appreciate the picture quality, but you can get a level of understanding by looking at the accompanying photograph which is the real thing, not a simulation,” according to Jamie Wagner, Vice President of Sales.

“Our picture quality is far better than can be achieved by using a Windows Based Terminal driving an LCD display via the VGA port because the video signal must be converted to analog using that interface. In our integrated design, the internal signals are 100% digital and that provides a totally black background, sharp contrast and very bright colors,” according to Del Lawin, Vice President of Technical Operations. 

The AIO comes with a 300 MHz Media Gx1 micro processor, 32 MB of SD RAM, and 16 MB of Disk On Chip. The video resolution is fixed at 1024 by 768 and the LCD panel measures 15 1/8 inches viewable, which is comparable to a 17-inch CRT monitor. Winslow says “ I use one of these units everyday and I am amazed at how much new desk space is created, and the readability is unbelievable.”  

YEStation AIO comes with a choice of industrial strength keyboards in either 5250/PC or 3270/PC layouts with dual color-coded key-caps to ease the transition between Windows, Browser and Host-based applications. Most AS/400 users select the 122-key 5250/PC keyboard with 24 function keys. Affirmative's keyboards offer the best tactile feedback available using the same mechanical key switch design pioneered by IBM with its original PC and terminal products. This design is good for 25 million keystrokes compared with less than 10 million keystrokes with the rubber dome switched used by other manufacturers.  

The AIO carries a full three-year warranty and is priced at $1595. It is the first in a line of such devices, and prices will fall as volume improves.

Affirmative Computer Products was founded in 1997 after acquiring the specialty keyboard business of BOS, Better On-line Solutions. Since then the company has developed a full TCP/IP terminal product line featuring Text Based  Terminals (TBT) in 1998, Windows Based Terminals (WBT) in 1999,  Browser Based Terminals (BBT) and the All In One (AIO) in 2000. 

The company’s customer list includes Bed Bath and Beyond, Black Box Corporation, Borders Books, Coca Cola Bottling, Compucom, DHL Worldwide Express, EuroBank, General Motors Truck Division, GM EDS Division, Goodyear Tire and Rubber Company, Knight Transportation, International Business Machines (IBM), Intuit, Lexus Auto Dealers, Lifesavers Manufacturing, Linens N Things, Penske Truck Leasing, Roto Rooter, Ryder Systems Corporation, Saturn Auto Dealers, Thomson Consumer Electronics, United States Air Force, Virgin Atlantic Airways and Yellow Freight
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